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May 2008
GENERAL NOTES:

· Thank you to Rick and Lisa McKinney (chairs), Tim Bowen, Paul Daniele, Ralph Marto, Rick Mayer, Rich Sauro, Rick Schaub, Greg Schwartz, Jim Schwartz, and Patti Schwartz for organizing, cooking, serving, cleaning and everything else at the District Dinner held at our American Legion.  This is a fundraiser that the adults run for our troop, so a big thanks to them for giving of their time and skills!
· Due to the number of Scouts with other commitments that make them unable to attend camping trips for the full weekend, we need a formal system in place in order to keep track of where everyone is.  Therefore from now on, if you must arrive late, leave early, or leave in the middle of a trip and return, it is necessary that you send an email to Mr. Lester at tripcoordinator@troop89medfield.org with the times you will be missing and your transportation arrangements.  Please do this enough in advance so he may compile a list and get it distributed to the adult leaders before the trip departs.
· Remember our Troop Librarian, Alex Carpino, has merit badge books for you to use while working on badges.  Let him know if you would like to borrow one.  Also, if you have any merit badge books that you are finished with, consider donating them to the Troop.
· A big thank you to Mr. Bob Donald who has retired from his role as Recording Secretary.  For many years, Mr. Donald took minutes at our monthly committee meetings.  And thank you to Mrs. Debi Cruickshank and Mrs. Chris Kaldy who are going to job-share this role going forward.
· New Scouts – please be sure to go over the pamphlet at the front of your Scout book with your parents.  This is one of the rank requirements for the Scout rank (Chapter 1, page 4).  Also, remember to bring your Scout handbook to all meetings.
· Troop T-Shirts – The troop is upgrading our Troop t-shirts  to a quick dry material (100% polyester Move™ Moisture Management with Odor Control).  The color and design will remain the same as our existing shirts.  If you are interested in purchasing additional t-shirts, they will be available for $10 each.  We expect to have them available for the June 5th Troop meeting.  The Troop t-shirt is part of the Summer Camp uniform and it is strongly recommended that each Scout has at least 2 for the week.  Don’t forget to put your name on the shirt – they are all the same and Scouts often get confused about which one is theirs.
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND ACTIVITES (May 24 and May 26)

On May 24 at 9:30 a.m., we will meet at the Scout Shed to clean up the grounds at the American Legion.  The Legion is Troop 89's Charter Organization.  They sponsor us and provide us with a place to store all of our gear.   As the Memorial Day parade terminates at the Legion, it is important that the grounds are free from litter.  Please come prepared with a pair of work gloves.  .
 

On May 26 at 9:30 a.m., the Troop will meet behind Town Hall for the Memorial Day parade.  The parade will proceed west on Main Street, pass through the Vine Lake Cemetery, and conclude at the American Legion where hamburgers and hot dogs will be served.  Please come dressed in your full “Class A” uniform including scout pants (or shorts), tan shirt, Troop 89 hat, belt, socks and hiking boots or leather shoes (no sneakers).  
Attendance at both activities is mandatory.  The only exceptions are if your family is traveling out of town or if you are in the high school band – notify the Scoutmaster if you will not be there for either event. 

MINI-COURT OF HONOR MEETING (May 29)

Coordinator: Mrs. Patti Schwartz, Advancement Chair
There will be a “mini” Court of Honor at the May 29 just for the new Scouts.  Many of them have earned advancement already and we want to recognize them.  Again, families are encouraged to attend. 
ELECTIONS (May 29)

Troop elections will be held during the May 29th meeting.  If you planning on running for patrol leader or senior patrol leader, please remember the attendance requirements of 60% and 70%, respectively.  If you are concerned about your participation level, please ask the current SPL to check your numbers.
RELAY FOR LIFE OPENING CEREMONY (June 13)

Wheelock School

Coordinator: Mrs. Patti Schwartz, Good Turn and Service Coordinator
Once again, the Scouts have been asked to help with the flag ceremony at the opening events for Relay for Life.  Four Scouts are needed to present the colors on Friday night.  Please speak to Mrs. Schwartz to sign up.

EAGLE COURT OF HONOR (Sunday, June 15, 1:00)

United Church of Christ, 496 Main Street, Medfield

Coordinator: Mrs. Patti Schwartz, Advancement Chair
Scouts and parents please join us to honor the special achievements of our newest Eagle Scouts Will Donald, Tom Taricano, and Jason Thole.
FAMILY BIKE TRIP (June 27-29, Martha’s Vineyard, MA)
	Cost: $65, cash preferred
	Payment deadline: June 12


Coordinator: Mr. George Lester, Trip Coordinator, tripcoordinator@troop89medfield.org
Parents and siblings 8 years old and up are invited to join the Troop on this great trip to Martha’s Vineyard.  We will have bike rides suited to all levels.  This is always a fun trip!  When signing up, adults please indicate if you would be willing to lead one of the rides (we will provide maps and suggested routes).  We have to have at least two adults with each group that goes out, more is even better.  Assistant Scoutmasters and any other interested adults are also encouraged to take the Safe Swim Defense course so your group can swim if you stop at a beach. (Even if there is a lifeguard on duty, there are other Scouting guidelines to help ensure the safety of the Scouts.)  This course is available at http://olc.scouting.org/info/ssd.html and takes about 30 minutes.  
See the attached handout for times and other details.   Remember, helmets are mandatory for all participants!  Also, very important – all bicycles and gear (including helmets) will be loaded on Thursday, June 26, 4:30-6:00 pm at the shed.  Do not plan on bringing anything on the ferry other than a small backpack that is wearable while biking.
2007 SUMMER CAMP (July 27 – August 2)

Camp Squanto Scout Reservation, Plymouth, Massachusetts

	Trip fee: $315 (after May 1)
	


Coordinator: Mr. Jim Schwartz, Committee Chairman, 359-8250

It’s not too late!  You may still sign up for summer camp.  Just let Mr. Schwartz know as soon as possible.  The total fee is $315 ($295 plus late fee of $20).  Please talk to Treasurer Ralph Marto if cost would prevent your Scout from participating.  

Summer camp provides the greatest opportunity for advancement all year.  New Scouts can quickly jump-start their Scouting careers, while veteran Scouts will gain valuable leadership experience in addition to continuing their own advancement.  Most of all, summer camp affords an atmosphere of camaraderie, teamwork, and fellowship.  We live, work, and compete together as a troop and have a lot of fun along the way.

We hope that each Scout, along with his parents, will seriously consider the benefits of summer camp and will choose to join us at Camp Squanto this year.  Troop 89 has traditionally maintained a strong presence at summer camp (we currently have 38 Scouts planning to attend), and we hope this year will be no exception.

Merit badge and activity sign-up, collection of medical forms, and photo reservations will be done at our June 5th meeting.  Please schedule your Scout for a check up prior to June if he hasn’t had one within 24 months of July 27th.  The Squanto medical form was attached to the April newsletter.  Visit http://www.campsquanto.net/leaders/pdf/Medical.pdf if you cannot find your copy.  If you have a standard form from your doctor signed within the last year -- that will qualify for the doctor’s signature part of the form, however, you still must fill in all other sections and sign the BSA forms.
ADDITIONAL SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

Coordinator: Mr. Jim Schwartz, Committee Chairman, 359-8250.

In addition to Troop 89’s week at camp, Camp Squanto offers additional opportunities available to Troop 89 Scouts.  These specialty camp weeks are offered directly by Camp Squanto and are not coordinated by the troop.  If you are interested, visit www.campsquanto.net to sign up (select “camp forms”, then “eagle week application” or “provisional  camp application” about 2/3 down on left-side list).
· Scouts may attend camp any time as part of the Provisional Troop.  The Provisional Troop is made up of Scouts that want additional time at camp, Scouts that can’t attend camp when their troop attends, and Scouts whose troops don’t go to summer camp.

· Eagle Week offers Scouts First Class or higher an opportunity to focus on merit badges required for the Eagle rank.  Since these are difficult merit badges, it is recommended that Scouts be 14 years of age and a STAR Scout by the time Eagle Week starts.  This year Eagle Week will be held August 10-15.
The cost for these specialty weeks is $315.  If this will be the second week (or more) of camp this summer for the Scout, then the price is discounted to $225.

Enewsletter problems/questions? Address change?  Please send an email to SueSchaub@comcast.net.
www.troop89medfield.org

