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Scout’s Name

Troop 89 Medfield - West Point trip 

United States Military Academy 

West Point, New York

May 2-4, 2008
TRIP INFORMATION AND EQUIPMENT LIST

Trip Description:

We will visit the United States Military Academy at West Point, New York.  Founded in 1802, the Academy is committed to the task of producing commissioned leaders for the United States Army. Today, the Academy graduates more than 900 new officers annually.
We will be hosted by Troop 89 Alum and Eagle Scout Alex Bowling.  He has several exciting activities planned, including a tour of the West Point Museum, a walking tour of the West Point Campus and Monuments, and practice marching in drill formation.  We will camp at one of the major training areas, Lake Frederick.  On Sunday morning we will have the special opportunity to attend Sunday brunch at the Academy mess hall.  

For more information about the Academy see http://www.usma.edu/.  

Logistics and Schedule:

Friday May 2:  Patrol Leaders and Grubmasters report to the Shed 5:45 pm.  All others report no later then 6:15 pm.  We will leave Medfield promptly at 6:30 pm.  

Sunday May 4:  We will leave West Point approximately 10:30 am after brunch at the Mess Hall.  Scheduled pick up time at the Scout shed is 3:00 pm Sunday, subject to adjustment for traffic, etc.    Scouts will be released after arrival procedures for stowing gear and checkout are completed. 

Exact driving directions will be provided at the time of departure.  The distance is approximately 200 miles and a 4 hour drive.
Special uniform note:  

For this trip, Scouts WILL BE required to bring both Class B and Class A uniforms.  This contrasts with the usual policy that uniforms are not required on weekend trips.  We will wear the Class B shirts for all Saturday activities so we can be identified as a Scout group on campus.  The full Class A uniform is proper dress required for Sunday brunch.

Signup & Cost:  

Signup will be at the regular Scout meeting, Thursday April 17.  This will be the only chance to sign up.  It is important that we get an accurate count early, to provide for the Sunday brunch.

Cost will be $30/Scout, payable in cash at the time of signup.  This covers 3 meals on Saturday, overnight campsite fees, the Sunday brunch, and transportation.  In addition, Scouts should bring their own money sufficient for purchase of (1) dinner food on the drive to West Point Friday night, (2) any souvenirs desired from the West Point museum on Saturday, and (3) lunch food on the drive home Sunday.  

Adults signing up, please indicate if you can drive and how many Scouts your vehicle will hold.  We will organize the car pools in the most efficient way to limit transportation costs.  A fuel reimbursement will be provided to drivers.  

Parental Approval: 

Regular troop permission form must be on file with the troop.   In addition, the attached USMA release form must be completed and signed for all Scouts and adults attending and turned in at the time of signup.  

Equipment List and Packing:  

Being prepared is your responsibility and you should make sure YOU PACK all of the following suggested equipment, clothes and safety items for the trip.  Please make sure to bring this newsletter and equipment list on the trip.  It is important to be prepared for all possible weather conditions.  We will do a quick inspection prior to departure to make sure everyone has the necessary equipment.  Results of the inspection will count toward the Camping Excellence Award for this trip.

PERSONAL EQUIPMENT LIST:

__ This list, ready to review with leader

__ Scout handbook

__ Backpack or duffel 

__ Water Bottle(s), 

__ Sleeping pad 

__ Sleeping Bag (Winter weight)

__ Hiking Boots 

__ Wool socks (2 pairs)

__ Underwear (2 pair)

__ Class B uniform shirt

__ Full Class A uniform

__ Spare T-Shirt 

__ Long pants

__ Long Sleeve T-shirt 

__ Wool or flannel shirt 

__ Wool sweater or down vest

__ Fleece jacket or windbreaker

__ Raingear

__ Long underwear to sleep in or other warm sleepwear

__ Personal drinking cup

__ Plastic Trash Bag

__ Hand Towel

__ Personal toilet kit with Brush/Comb, Toothbrush, Toothpaste, soap

__ Personal Basic First Aid Kit

__ Flashlight 

__ Sun hat or sunglasses

__ Compass

__ Pocket knife (with Totin’ Chip card only)

__ Camera (optional)

Do not bring personal electronics (including cell phones, I-pods, and CD players).  Any questions, please contact Mr. Lester. 
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