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April 2008
GENERAL NOTES:

· Thank you to all who participated in a very successful Scouting for Food drive!
2009 HIGH ADVENTURE TRIP – SEA BASE (Summer 2009)

BSA Sea Base Scout Reservation, Florida Keys

	Deposit Amount: $100
	Payment deadline: May 1


Coordinator: Mr. Rick McKinney, Assistant Scoutmaster, 359-9192  RMckin5324@aol.com
We have a group of boys interested in attending Sea Base for the Keys Adventure Program for the summer of 2009. We currently have deposits from only a few. In order for this trip to be a reality we need deposits from all boys and adult leaders, and a confirmation of the date in which we are interested in attending. All the scouts who expressed an interest email Mr. McKinney directly at the address above and he will forward you a date to discuss with your families.  A deposit of $100 by May 1 is necessary to reserve a place on this trip.  
AUDUBON WORK DAY (Saturday, April 26, 9:00 - noon)

Broadmoor Audubon Wildlife Sanctuary, Natick (Rt 16 East, 1.6 miles past Sherborn center)
Coordinator: Mrs. Hilli Passas, 359-8179
Service hour opportunity!  Have fun cutting down small trees and brush – Broadmoor is looking to reclaim meadowland and needs help of all ages.  This is from their website – “Volunteers in small teams will clear brush and saplings from our new meadow. This is great exercise for the whole family and a chance to contribute to hands on ecological management. As you work, sanctuary staff and volunteers will help you identify invasive plants and explain the history of the land. In case of severe weather, an indoor spring cleaning project will take place.  This is an outdoor project suitable for all ages. Wear long pants, bring gloves and extra bowsaws, loppers, and pruners, if available.  Drinks and snacks provided.”  Added note – bring DEET insect repellant to spray on your clothing and plan on tucking your long pants into your socks for added tick protection.  Sign up at tonight’s meeting or call Mrs. Passas by mid-week next week.  We also need at least two adults to attend, one of whom will track the hours each boy worked.  Want more info? -- www.massaudubon.org/workforwildlife/  
COURT OF HONOR MEETING (May 1)

Coordinator: Mrs. Patti Schwartz, Advancement Chair
-- Parents are always encouraged to attend our meetings, however, we would like to extend a special invitation for all families to attend our Court of Honor ceremonies throughout the year.  This is where the boys are recognized for their achievements over the past few months.  This is the first time the new Scouts will be formally recognized by the troop.
-- Summer Camp fees are due.  A slide show of past summer camp experiences will be presented.  For more information about summer camp, please read the summer camp section below.
-- Friends of Scouting will be doing a short fundraising presentation.   
WEST POINT TRIP (May 2-4, West Point, NY)
	Cost: probably $30, cash only please
	Payment deadline: April 17


Coordinator: Mr. George Lester, Trip Coordinator, tripcoordinator@troop89medfield.org
Details were emailed earlier in the week under separate cover.  Please note that email also included a release form that is required for this trip.
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND ACTIVITES (May 24 and May 26)

On May 24 at 9:30 a.m., we will meet at the Scout Shed to clean up the grounds at the American Legion.  The Legion is Troop 89's Charter Organization.  They sponsor us and provide us with a place to store all of our gear.   As the Memorial Day parade terminates at the Legion, it is important that the grounds are free from litter.  Please come prepared with a pair of work gloves.  .
 

On May 26 at 9:30 a.m., the Troop will meet behind Town Hall for the Memorial Day parade.  The parade will proceed west on Main Street, pass through the Vine Lake Cemetery, and conclude at the American Legion where hamburgers and hot dogs will be served.  Please come dressed in your full “Class A” uniform including scout pants (or shorts), tan shirt, Troop 89 hat, belt, socks and hiking boots or leather shoes (no sneakers).  
Attendance at both activities is mandatory.  The only exceptions are if your family is traveling out of town or if you are in the high school band. 

RELAY FOR LIFE OPENING CEREMONY (June 13)

Wheelock School

Coordinator: Mrs. Patti Schwartz, Good Turn and Service Coordinator
Once again, the Scouts have been asked to help with the flag ceremony at the opening events for Relay for Life.  Four Scouts are needed to present the colors on Friday night.  Please speak to Mrs. Schwartz to sign up.

EAGLE COURT OF HONOR (Sunday, June 15, 1:00)

United Church of Christ, 496 Main Street, Medfield

Coordinator: Mrs. Patti Schwartz, Advancement Chair
Scouts and parents please join us to honor the special achievements of our newest Eagle Scouts Will Donald, Tom Taricano, and Jason Thole.
2007 SUMMER CAMP (July 27 – August 2)

Camp Squanto Scout Reservation, Plymouth, Massachusetts

	Trip fee: $295
	Payment deadline: May 1


Coordinator: Mr. Jim Schwartz, Committee Chairman, 359-8250

Summer camp provides the greatest opportunity for advancement all year.  New Scouts can quickly jump-start their Scouting careers, while veteran Scouts, in addition to continuing their own advancement, will gain valuable leadership experience.  Most of all, summer camp affords an atmosphere of camaraderie, teamwork, and fellowship.  We live, work, and compete together as a troop and have a lot of fun along the way.

We hope that each Scout, along with his parents, will seriously consider the benefits of summer camp and will choose to join us at Camp Squanto this year.  Troop 89 has traditionally maintained a strong presence at summer camp, and we hope this year will be no exception.

The total cost for the week is $295 per Scout.  The full payment is required by Thursday, May 1st.  An additional $20 per Scout late fee must be charged after this deadline.  Please talk to Treasurer Ralph Marto if cost would prevent your Scout from participating.  If you cannot make the meeting, please mail payment to Mr. Marto at 26 Farm St.
Merit badge sign-up and collection of medical forms will be done at out June 5th meeting.  Please schedule your Scout for a check up prior to June if he hasn’t had one within 24 months of July 27th.  The Squanto medical form is attached.  If you have a standard form from your doctor signed within the last year -- that will qualify for the doctor’s signature part of the form, however, you still must fill in all other sections.
ADDITIONAL SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

Coordinator: Mr. Jim Schwartz, Committee Chairman, 359-8250.

In addition to Troop 89’s week at camp, Camp Squanto offers additional opportunities available to Troop 89 Scouts.  These specialty camp weeks are offered directly by Camp Squanto and are not coordinated by the troop.  If you are interested, visit www.campsquanto.net (once the website is updated from last year…) to sign up (select “camp forms”, then “eagle week application” or “provisional  camp application” about 2/3 down on left-side list).
· Scouts may attend camp any time as part of the Provisional Troop.  The Provisional Troop is made up of Scouts that want additional time at camp, Scouts that can’t attend camp when their troop attends, and Scouts whose troops don’t go to summer camp.

· Eagle Week offers Scouts First Class or higher an opportunity to focus on merit badges required for the Eagle rank.  Since these are difficult merit badges, it is recommended that Scouts be 14 years of age and a STAR Scout by the time Eagle Week starts.  This year Eagle Week will be held August 10-15.
The cost for these specialty weeks is $295 before May 15, $315 after.  If this will be the second week (or more) of camp this summer for the Scout, then the price is discounted to $225.

Enewsletter problems/questions? Address change?  Please send an email to SueSchaub@comcast.net.
www.troop89medfield.org

