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March 2008
Welcome New Scouts!
GENERAL NOTES:

· Scouts please remember to bring your book to meetings, especially Advancement Nights, so it may be properly checked and marked for rank advancements.
· Please remember that we are guests of the Wheelock School and that we have been asked to remain only in the cafeteria.  No one (Scouts or family) is allowed to be wandering through the halls.  If someone needs to use the bathroom, they must be escorted by an adult (two deep rules apply).  If the Troop does not follow these simple rules, we could lose our meeting place.

· New Scouts and parents will be attending the March 13 and March 27 meetings to sign up and attend parent orientation meetings.  Welcome to everyone!
SCOUTING FOR FOOD (March 6, 13, 14)

Your neighborhood

Coordinators: Mrs. Patti Schwartz, Good Turn and Service Coordinator, and Mrs. Lisa McKinney, 359-9192

Scouting for Food bags will be handed out at the March 6 meeting and collected on March 13.  During this period, each scout is expected to distribute bags to family, friends, and neighbors and ask them to fill the bag with non-perishable food.  Then, come and help stock shelves at the Medfield Food Cupboard for service hours on March 14 after school at the UCC church.  Sign-up to help stock shelves at Advancement Night on Thursday March 13th.
GREENHORN CAMPOUT  (April 4-6, Nobscot Scout Camp, Framingham, MA)
	Cost: $15, cash only please
	Payment deadline: March 27


Coordinator: Mr. George Lester, Trip Coordinator, tripcoordinator@troop89medfield.org
The Greenhorn Trip is primarily dedicated to training our new scouts on the basics of Troop 89 outdoor camping, but it will provide an opportunity for other members of the troop to work on their own outdoor advancement requirements as well.  See attached sheet for details.
HIGH ROPES COURSE (Saturday, April 12, Camp Squanto, Plymouth, MA)
	Cost: Approximately $20
	Payment deadline: March 13


Coordinator: Mr. John Dalton, Activities Coordinator

Please note the earlier sign up date.  If enough Scouts have not signed up by tonight’s meeting (March 13th), this activity will be cancelled.
WEST POINT TRIP (May 2-4, West Point, NY)
	Cost: probably $40-45, cash only please
	Payment deadline: April 17


Coordinator: Mr. George Lester, Trip Coordinator, tripcoordinator@troop89medfield.org
This is not a camporee like last year, but a private trip with activities arranged by our own Troop 89 Alum and Eagle Scout Alex Bowling who attends West Point.  He has several exciting activities planned, including a tour of the West Point Museum, a walking tour of the West Point Campus and Monuments, and possibly we will have use of night vision goggles and a demonstration by members of the West Point Drill Team.  We will camp at one of the major training areas, Lake Frederick.  On Sunday morning we will have the special opportunity to attend Sunday brunch at the Academy mess hall.  
2007 SUMMER CAMP (July 27 – August 2)

Camp Squanto Scout Reservation, Plymouth, Massachusetts

	Trip fee: $295
	Payment deadline: May 1


Coordinator: Mr. Jim Schwartz, Committee Chairman, 359-8250

Summer camp provides the greatest opportunity for advancement all year.  New Scouts can quickly jump-start their Scouting careers, while veteran Scouts, in addition to continuing their own advancement, will gain valuable leadership experience.  Most of all, summer camp affords an atmosphere of camaraderie, teamwork, and fellowship.  We live, work, and compete together as a troop and have a lot of fun along the way.

We hope that each Scout, along with his parents, will seriously consider the benefits of summer camp and will choose to join us at Camp Squanto this year.  Troop 89 has traditionally maintained a strong presence at summer camp, and we hope this year will be no exception.

The total cost for the week is $295 per Scout.  The full payment is required by Thursday, May 1st.  An additional $20 per Scout late fee must be charged after this deadline.  Please talk to Treasurer Ralph Marto if cost would prevent your Scout from participating.

Merit badge sign-up and collection of medical forms will be done at a Troop meeting in June.  Please schedule your Scout for a check up prior to June if he hasn’t had one within 24 months of July 27th.  More information will be available in future newsletters, so start planning now.
ADDITIONAL SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

Coordinator: Mr. Jim Schwartz, Committee Chairman, 359-8250.

In addition to Troop 89’s week at camp, Camp Squanto offers additional opportunities available to Troop 89 Scouts.  These specialty camp weeks are offered directly by Camp Squanto and are not coordinated by the troop.  If you are interested, visit www.campsquanto.net (once the website is updated from last year…) to sign up (select “camp forms”, then “eagle week application” or “provisional  camp application” about 2/3 down on left-side list).
· Scouts may attend camp any time as part of the Provisional Troop.  The Provisional Troop is made up of Scouts that want additional time at camp, Scouts that can’t attend camp when their troop attends, and Scouts whose troops don’t go to summer camp.

· Eagle Week offers Scouts First Class or higher an opportunity to focus on merit badges required for the Eagle rank.  Since these are difficult merit badges, it is recommended that Scouts be 14 years of age and a STAR Scout by the time Eagle Week starts.  This year Eagle Week will be held August 10-15.
The cost for these specialty weeks is $295 before May 15, $315 after.  If this will be the second week (or more) of camp this summer for the Scout, then the price is discounted to $225.

Enewsletter problems/questions? Address change?  Please send an email to SueSchaub@comcast.net.
www.troop89medfield.org

