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January 2008
Philmont 2008 participants – the next installment of $400 is be due before February 1.

GENERAL NOTES:

· A big thank you for everyone involved in the tree drive – organizers Dave Thole and Rich Sauro; adult drivers, especially Gus Murby, Mike McGowan…who worked multiple weekends; Scout Matt Murby who worked multiple Saturdays; Mike McGowan for his trailer; and all the Scouts who hauled trees.  It was a success as always thanks to everyone’s participation!  Over 470 stops were made -- some involving multiple trees.  
· Drivers who worked the tree drive – please let committee@troop89medfield.org know about any “unusual” instructions that would be helpful to have in the notes for next year.  For example, if you know a particularly long driveway does not have a turn-around in which to maneuver the trailer, you could save next year’s driver from making the same mistake.  Or the converse – if there is a easy turn around, you can save the Scouts from dragging the tree a quarter mile…

· This winter, Troop 89 scouts will be assisting a disabled Medfield resident by shoveling his front and back walkways for the remainder of the winter.  The scout law says a scout is helpful and kind.  The scouts will get to live these qualities of the scout law by participating in Troop 89's service project for the winter.  The SPL, Stephen Dove and the ASPL will be organizing this endeaver.  Parents, please work with your scout in making this a success.
· Please see the end of the newsletter for recent changes in rank requirements.

ADULT NOTES:

· Scouting for Food – coordinator needed.   We do our Scouting for Food drive in early March.  Usually Mrs. Schwartz coordinates this service activity, but due to an impending new grandbaby, will not be available this year.  This is a great one-time volunteer activity – basically hand bags out one week, have Scouts return them at the next meeting, then usually we go to the Food Cupboard the following day with several Scouts and spend about 1.5 hours stocking the shelves.  Call Mrs. Schwartz to volunteer and/or find out more, XXX-XXXX.
· Assistant Scoutmasters – If you haven’t done so already, please be sure to complete the online Fast Start course found on www.oldcolonycouncil.org.  Let Mr. Jim Schwartz know when you completed it so that our troop may record it properly with council.

· Mr. Rick McKinney needs some parent volunteers to help in the kitchen, serve food, etc. for the District Dinner being hosted on Friday, April 25 at the Legion.  By hosting the annual district adult recognition dinner, our Troop gets to put a little extra money back into our budget.  Please email RMcKin5324@aol.com to sign up.
WINTER CAMPOUT  (January 19-20, Cachalot Scout Reservation, Plymouth, MA)
	Cost: $20, cash only please
	Payment deadline: January 10


Coordinator: Mr. George Lester, Trip Coordinator, tripcoordinator@troop89medfield.org
Have fun!
EAGLE COURT OF HONOR (January 27, Sunday 2 pm, UCC church)

Plan on attending to honor some of our newest Eagles – Chris Carpino, Stephen Dove, and Tom McKinney.  Don’t forget to RSVP to Mrs. Schwartz!  
SCOUT SUNDAY (February 3 or 10) and SCOUT SABBATH (February 9)

Please be “Reverent” and attend your place of worship in Class A uniform on the appropriate date.  If possible, find out how you may participate in the service.  Medfield UCC is observing Scout Sunday on February 10 at their 9:30 service.  St. Edward is observing Scout Sunday on Feb. 3 at the 9:30 Mass.  Please arrive early so you may sit together.  Churches not specifically mentioned here should be observing Scout Sunday on the 3th.

SKI TRIP (February 15-18)

Mt. Abram, Lock Mills, Maine

	Trip fee: $125 per Scout and non-drivers / $100 drivers,

               Cash or check
	Payment deadline: January 24

Release and rental forms/payment also due that day


Coordinator: Mr. Todd Honan, Ski Trip Coordinator, XXX-XXXX
See the attached handouts for information.  Note that the release form and rental form are attached as well – please print them and return the completed forms by January 24th as well.  SKI HELMETS are required for all participants, adults included.  If you do not own a helmet, you may rent one at the mountain for $6/day.  
MERIT BADGE UNIVERSITY (March 8, 15, 29 mornings)

Only Scouts of First Class or higher ranks from the Seven Rivers District may register. All Scouts must pre-register. There will be no on-site (walk-in) registrations. Register early, as classes will fill rapidly on a first-come-first-served basis. Class size is limited and some classes are extremely small. Each Scout must fill out a separate registration form. In order to be considered, the form must be filled out completely and the proper fees attached. Due to the significant costs in financing this event, there will be no refunds issued whatsoever for any reason. The total fee is $30.00 per Scout. This fee includes 3 lunches, 3 merit badge booklets, and an event patch. Extra event patches must be preordered and purchased for $2.00 each. All registration forms and fees must be received at the Old Colony Council no later than Friday February 1, 2008. Make all checks payable to: Old Colony Council with “ 7RD – MBU ” in the memo box. Mail to: Seven Rivers District – MBU, Old Colony Council – BSA , 2438 Washington Street, Canton, MA 02021.  See the attached registration document.
NEW BOY SCOUT REQUIREMENTS ADDED

The National Youth Protection Committee recommended additions to Boy Scout rank requirements that were approved and will become effective January 1, 2008. These changes will help us advance the importance of Youth Protection training beyond the initial Boy Scout joining requirements, and keep youth informed and actively engaged in understanding the key elements of personal safety and protection.

Tenderfoot Rank

Revised requirement 9:  Explain the importance of the buddy system as it relates to your personal safety on outings and in your neighborhood.  Describe what a bully is and how you should respond to one.

Second Class Rank

New requirement 8b:  Explain the three R’s of personal safety and protection.

First Class Rank

New requirement 12:  Describe the three things you should avoid doing related to use of the Internet. Describe a cyberbully and how you should respond to one.  

The changes will be represented in the 2008 Boy Scout Requirements book and the revised ninth printing of the 11th edition of the Boy Scout Handbook.  Notice of these requirements was just received with no further details. We assume that they will apply immediately to all and that they will need to be completed by any Scout before sitting before a board of review for any of these ranks.  We ask that Scout Leaders make their members aware of these new requirements and suggest that you keep your eye on the national website. If there is to be any text or podcast posting explaining these requirements and giving the Scout some background information, we will probably see it there first.  Leaders may wish to make a copy of this article or type these new requirements for their scouts to paste or tape into their Scout handbooks.
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