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March 2007
GENERAL NOTES for PARENTS:

· Mrs. Patti Schwartz needs a few parents to help with setup for the upcoming Courts of Honor – a regular Court of Honor during the April 5, Thursday night meeting as well as the Sunday, April 29 Eagle Court of Honor.  (What she really needs is a permanent Refreshment Coordinator for Courts of Honor.  We usually have about 3-4 Troop Courts of Honor and hopefully 1-2 Eagle Courts of Honor a year.)  Let her know if you help either on a one-time or continuing basis, XXX-XXXX.
· Friends of Scouting – Only about 1/3 of the yearly cost of participation in the Scouting program is paid directly by our Scouts for our Council.  One way the Council makes up the difference is through the Friends of Scouting campaign that asks for additional (tax-deductible) donations from individuals as well as local businesses and organizations.  There are 11,000 Scouts in our Council who need our additional investment in the Scouting program to keep it strong for all Scouts.  At the April 5 meeting, a District representative will have a presentation about FOS, answer any questions, and hand out materials.
GENERAL NOTES for SCOUTS:

· We have 1-2 crew slots confirmed for Philmont 2008.  Vital details:

· July 10-24, 2008

· Cost is estimated to be between $1600-1700 (based on 2007 cost)
· Scouts must be 14 by January 1, 2008 OR graduated from 8th grade and 13 by the time of the trip.

Mr. Phil Carpino will be the coordinator for this trip – please confirm with him ASAP if you have an interested in attending. 
· Troop 10 has an opening for one Scout WITH one adult, for their Northern Tier canoe trip for the 3rd week of August this summer.  This is a National Scout camp in the boundary waters of Minnesota and Canada.  Scouts must be 14 by January 1, 2007 OR graduated from 8th grade and 13 by the time of the trip.  Anyone interested in attending should speak directly to their Scoutmaster, Gary Wheeler, XXX-XXXX.
GREENHORN CAMPOUT  (March 23-25, Camp Massasoit, Plymouth, MA)
	Cost: $15, cash only please
	Payment deadline: March 15


Coordinator: Mr. George Lester, Trip Coordinator, tripcoordinator@troop89medfield.org
The Greenhorn Trip is primarily dedicated to training our new scouts on the basics of Troop 89 outdoor camping, but it will provide an opportunity for other members of the troop to work on their own outdoor advancement requirements as well.  All Scouts are needed to make this weekend meaningful for our new Scouts.  Even if you can only make part of the weekend, please try to participate.   It is especially true this year due to the many school, religious, and other Scout activities that are making it difficult for many Scouts to attend for the whole weekend.  See attached sheet for details (New Scouts – note that you leave for camp on Saturday morning, not Friday night).
EAGLE COURT OF HONOR (April 29, Sunday, 1 pm)

United Church of Christ, 496 Main St, Medfield

Save this date to recognize Ryan Ingram and Bobby Ryan for their achievements.  

WEST POINT CAMPOREE  (May 4-6, West Point, NY)
	Cost: $38, cash only please
	Payment deadline: March 29


Coordinator: Mr. George Lester, Trip Coordinator, tripcoordinator@troop89medfield.org
Please note the early sign-up date for the West Point Camporee.  See the attached information for details about what will be an activity-packed weekend at West Point with over 100 other troops.
2007 SUMMER CAMP (July 29 – August 4)

Camp Squanto Scout Reservation, Plymouth, Massachusetts

	Trip fee: $285
	Payment deadline: April 26


Coordinator: Mr. Jim Schwartz, Committee Chairman, XXX-XXXX
Troop 89 will be attending summer camp at Camp Squanto in Plymouth from Sunday, July 29th through Saturday, August 4th.  We will provide additional information in future newsletters and handouts.  In the meantime, we recommend that parents schedule appointments for summer camp physicals now in order to avoid conflicts as the summer approaches.

Summer camp provides the greatest opportunity for advancement all year.  New Scouts can quickly jump-start their Scouting careers, while veteran Scouts, in addition to continuing their own advancement, will gain valuable leadership experience.  Most of all, summer camp affords an atmosphere of camaraderie, teamwork, and fellowship.  We live, work, and compete together as a troop and have a lot of fun along the way.

We hope that each Scout, along with his parents, will seriously consider the benefits of summer camp and will choose to join us at Camp Squanto this year.  Troop 89 has traditionally maintained a strong presence at summer camp, and we hope this year will be no exception.

As always, we are looking for parents who can spend part or all of the week at camp.  Please contact Mr. Schwartz or Mr. Schaub.

The total cost for the week is $285 per Scout.  The full payment is required by Thursday, April 26th.  Please write checks to Troop 89, BSA.  An additional $20 per Scout late fee must be charged after this deadline.  Please talk to Treasurer Ralph Marto if cost is an issue.
ADDITIONAL SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITIES

Coordinator: Mr. Jim Schwartz, Committee Chairman.

In addition to Troop 89’s week at camp, Camp Squanto offers additional opportunities available to Troop 89 Scouts.  These specialty camp weeks are offered directly by Camp Squanto and are not coordinated by the troop.  If you are interested, visit www.campsquanto.net to sign up (select “camp forms”, then “eagle week application” or “provisional  camp application” about 2/3 down on left-side list).
· Scouts may attend camp any time as part of the Provisional Troop.  The Provisional Troop is made up of Scouts that want additional time at camp, Scouts that can’t attend camp when their troop attends, and Scouts whose troops don’t go to summer camp.
· Eagle Week offers Scouts First Class or higher an opportunity to focus on merit badges required for the Eagle rank.  Since these are difficult merit badges, it is recommended that Scouts be 14 years of age and a STAR Scout by the time Eagle Week starts.  This year Eagle Week will be held August 12-17.

The cost for these specialty weeks is $305.  If this will be the second week (or more) of camp this summer for the Scout, then the price is discounted to $225.

Enewsletter problems/questions? Address change?  Please send an email to SueSchaub@comcast.net.
www.troop89medfield.org

