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July 26, 2006
2006 Summer Camp Final Information

Dear Troop 89 Scout and parent:

This year's Summer Camp adventure at Camp Squanto (July 30 – August 5, 2006) is almost here.  Some reminders are in order.

If you have not yet completed and turned in your medical form, please do so immediately!

All Scouts must arrive at camp on Sunday, July 30st by 1:00 PM.  The Troop cannot begin check-in until every Scout arrives, so please do not be late.  Drive time from Medfield is 60 minutes, longer if there is heavy Cape traffic, longer if the family stops for lunch.  All Scouts should arrive with towel and swimsuit (preferably worn under clothes upon arrival) accessible for the swim test.  All Scouts should have all personal medications in a plastic bag ready to turn over to the medical staff.  

The troop does not provide transportation to or from camp - this is the responsibility of the parent or legal guardian (directions are on second page).  However, In order to streamline the check-in process, we will once again use the Troop trailer to bring large personal items like trunks to camp and directly to the campsite.  We will not use the trailer to bring personal equipment back home – that is the family’s responsibility.  All Scouts are encouraged to assist in this manner to speed up our check-in.

We will load the items in the trailer on Saturday morning, July 29th (one day prior to departure for camp).  The trailer will be available for loading in the American Legion parking lot near the Troop 89 shed from 9:00 to 10:00 AM on Saturday.  Again, all scouts are encouraged to participate.  Remember to keep a swimsuit and towel separate to bring with you on Sunday.  

When arriving at camp, Scouts and all personal gear should be dropped off at the staging area designated for the DAKOTA site on the right at the far end of the parking lot.  Once Scouts are dropped off, vehicles should be immediately moved to the Camp Parking Lot to minimize delays unloading.  Please note that vehicles are not allowed into the camp or to the troop sites.  Personal gear will be available for pick-up at this same staging area for Saturday’s departure from camp.  All equipment staged in this area will be delivered to and from the site by the camp staff.  Any particularly valuable or fragile equipment (i.e. personal radios) should either be securely locked-up or personally carried in/out by hand.  Extremely valuable equipment should not be brought to camp.

Please make sure that the adult leaders are fully aware of all special situations to include different arrival or departure plans, contact information, special needs, etc.  It is strongly recommend that this information be provided in writing so that the details are accurately conveyed and the leaders do not have to rely on their memory.

Final notes.  
· Due to the large size of our group, it is very important that everyone follow these simple guidelines to speed up the process and make things easy for everyone involved.
· Please remember that Scouts should not have cell phones or IPODS at camp.
· Remember to bring the T89 Scout hat with the Class A and B uniforms.
· Scouts should be bring an appropriate amount of money for merit badge kits (Leatherwork, Art, Basketry, Woodcarving (bring a carving knife), Photography, Indian Lore), patches, mugs, T-shirts, snacks, drinks, and candy.
· Scouts taking the Swimming Merit Badge need to bring shoes, socks, long pants, belt, and long-sleeve button-down shirt (hint: bring stuff that is okay to get wet).
Parents and families are welcome to visit Sunday afternoon and on Wednesday evening.  FAQs for parents can be found here.  Closing ceremonies for the week are at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, August 5th.  Troop 89 administrative issues will keep the scouts to about 11 a.m.

If you have any questions about Summer Camp, please feel free to call Mr. Rick McKinney at 359-9192.  

We’re looking forward to seeing you at camp.

DIRECTIONS TO CAMP SQUANTO, PLYMOUTH, MA ((508) 224-2010)

FROM MEDFIELD, MA

RECOMMENDED I-495 ROUTE:

1.
Rte 27 south to us Rte 1 south in Walpole

2.
Us Rte 1 south to I-95 south

3.
I-95 south to I-495 south

4.
I-495 south to exit 2, Rte 58

5.
Go left at end of off-ramp onto Rte 58 north

6.
Take Rte 58 north into South Carver.  Continue straight when Rte 58 bears left (approximately 2.6 miles); follow signs to the Miles Standish State Forest.  Watch for state forest sign indicating turn on right (approx .8 mile more).  Turn right onto Cranberry Road following sign.

7.
Follow access road into Miles Standish State Forest to the Forest Headquarters’ building (approximately 2.8 miles).

8.
Go left at detour sign, and follow the detour around College Pond to Upper College Pond Road.  Make a right and continue to the intersection of Upper College Pond road and Fearing Pond road.  (detour is a total of 2.7 miles)  Go left onto Fearing Pond road and watch for sign on right for Camp Squanto.  You will pass Charge Pond and Camp Cachalot.  Camp Squanto is the next entrance opposite Fearing Pond.  Turn right following sign.

9.
Follow Camp Squanto access road to the entrance of the camp.  Park in parking lot.

10.
Troop 89 is camping at the Dakota campsite.  Any incoming gear should be left in the parking lot by the sign "Dakota".  Outgoing gear can be picked up by this same sign on Saturday.  All visitors must sign in and out at the camp office building located on the left after the parking lot as you enter the camp except when discharging or picking up Scouts at the beginning and end of the week.

ALTERNATE ROUTE 3 ROUTE:

1.
Rte 109 east to Rte 128/I-95 south in Westwood.

2.
Rte 128/I-95 south (I-93 north after Canton) to Rte 3 south in Braintree.

3.
Rte 3 south to exit 5.  Bear right and follow signs to Miles Standish State Forest.

4.
After entering state forest follow signs to Camp Squanto.  Note: this state forest entrance is different from the one accessed by the I-495 route.

5.
Park in parking lot on left.  See step 10 above.

FROM CAPE COD: Take US 6 west or Rte 28 north to Rte 25 west (after Bourne Bridge) to Rte I-495 north to exit 2, Rte 58 north or us 6 west to Rte 3 north (after Sagamore bridge) to exit 5 following signs to state forest.  Proceed as instructed above.
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