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January 2005
GENERAL NOTES:

· Three tents were not returned after the last trip.  If you have one, please let ASPL and Quartermaster Ryan Ingram know and return it ASAP.
GENERAL NOTES FOR PARENTS:

· If you know the whereabouts of the above mentioned tents, please let Adult Quartermaster Bob Ryan know and return it to the next meeting.
· This year's Christmas Tree Recycling Project appears to have been a great success! Christmas Tree Chairs Bob Ryan and Charlie Malacaria would like to express their sincere thanks to all the parents and scouts who helped out with this fundraiser by making phone calls to customers, collecting trees, and driving trailers. 
· BSA now has a version of the Youth Protection Training the leaders attend readily available on the web.  All adults who attend our trips or activities are encouraged to take this training as a way to understand some of the goals the adult leaders are trying to attain during our activities.  This is not only for “official” assistants, but anyone who works with the boys.  It is very easy to do online at www.oldcolonycouncil.org -- click on “Online Training” in the left menu bar and select “Youth Protection – Accredited” and follow the directions. When you get to the last page for registration – you do not need a membership number to complete the form, just leave it blank.  Once completed, please let Jim Schwartz know what date you completed it so he may keep accurate records.  Thanks! 
· Troop 89 is confirming our records for adult Merit Badge Counselors. If you have signed up as a Merit Badge Counselor please check with Mrs. Schwartz to confirm or adjust the badges you are registered for.  If you would like to sign up as a counselor, please contact Mrs. Schwartz to get copies of the required forms and some basic information.  Our goal is to complete this activity by the February 3rd Troop Meeting. 

· We are in search of a new Assistant Trip Coordinator since Mr. Gilliland is stepping down.  This position involves making reservations, arranging transportation, publishing the handout for each trip, and seeing to the details to make our trips successful.  This is a shared position with Mr. Thuma, our current Assistant Trip Coordinator.  To volunteer or get more information, please call Mr. Jim Schwartz, 359-8250.
· We need a parent with FrontPage experience to help with our Troop web site.  The Scouts are responsible for maintaining the site, but need a little help to get started.  Please call Mr. Jim Schwartz, 359-8250, if you could help us out.
SCOUT SUNDAY (February 6) and SCOUT SABBATH (February 12)
Please be “Reverent” and attend your place of worship in full uniform on the appropriate date.  If possible, find out how you may participate in the service.  St. Edwards is observing Scout Sunday at the 9:30 Mass.

SKI TRIP (February 18-21)

Mt. Abram, Lock Mills, Maine

	Trip fee: estimated $100
	Payment deadline: January 27


Coordinator: Mr. Drew Merck, Assistant Scoutmaster, 359-4948.

Join the Troop for skiing. We will be staying at a local American Legion like last year.  A parent must attend the January 27th meeting to sign required forms.  Ski rental and lesson fees are additional.
SCOUTING FOR FOOD (March 3, 10, 17, 18?)

Your neighborhood

Coordinator: Mrs. Patti Schwartz, Good Turn Coordinator, 359-8250.

Troop 89 will once again be conducting our local Scouting for Food campaign during the month of March.  Each Scout will be asked to have 5 of his neighbors donate nonperishable food to help restock the Medfield Food Cupboard.  Bags will be handed out on March 3, Scouts will return food on March 10 and 17.  We anticipate that Scouts will have an opportunity to help sort and stock shelves at the Medfield Food Cupboard for service hours on March 18 at 2:30 at the UCC church.  More information will be available at the March 3th Troop Meeting.

COURT OF HONOR (March 31)
Parents please plan to attend and help recognize the Scouts who have advanced this quarter.  In addition, we will have a representative from Council visiting for the Friends of Scouting campaign this night.  Please reserve this date so you can show your support.
HIGH ADVENTURE 2005 INFO
Summer High Adventure on the Allagash Wilderness Waterway in Maine

When: 20 -28 August (the week after Camp Squanto Eagle Week)

Who: Scouts 13 and older, parents welcome. Group size on the waterway is limited to twelve. From the survey taken last month it looks like we will have two groups consisting of 3 or 4 adults and 8 or 9 scouts.

Cost: No hard number yet, but budget $300.

Where: The Allagash Wilderness Waterway is a series of lakes and rivers in the North Maine Woods established as a Maine State Park in 1966. Along the 98 mile waterway there are about 80 campsites, vehicle access is over logging roads from Greenville and is limited to about 5 places, and there is a buffer zone around the area where logging activities are restricted. There are several trip options such as lakes only, lakes and river, or river only. Service projects along the waterway can also be organized. We will iron that out early next year as the group gets formalized.

More information: Trip Organizer, Art Davies, will have information at troop meetings or go to http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/index.html select ‘find parks and lands’ then choose Allagash in the parks menu.

Deposit: Due February 17th, $50. This will allow us to get a firm number, arrange the trip permit with BSA and the                       State of Maine.
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