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December 2004

GENERAL NOTES:

· Thank you for a successful toy drive!
· Order of the Arrow Scouts – January 10 Lodge Banquet.  You should have received a mailing with sign-up information.

GENERAL NOTES FOR PARENTS:

· We are in search of a new Assistant Trip Coordinator since Mr. Gilliland is stepping down.  This position involves making reservations, arranging transportation, publishing the handout for each trip, and seeing to the details to make our trips successful.  This is a shared position with Mr. Thuma, our current Assistant Trip Coordinator.  To volunteer or get more information, please call Mr. Jim Schwartz, 359-8250.
· The Christmas Tree Drive is upon us again. This is our one BIG fundraiser that supports the troop for the whole year!  We need drivers with Class 3 hitches and/or trucks to help on January 8 and/or January 15.  Every parent who has a truck or hitch helps the Troop make a bigger profit, instead of our paying U-Haul. Please call Mr. Charlie Malacaria, 359-1859, ASAP if you can have a vehicle we may use.  If  you want to help during the collections, but don’t have a truck/hitch, that is also welcome. We also need a few parents to call previous customers who have not returned their reservation slip.– this is the easiest sales job you’ll ever have!  Again, please call Mr. Malacaria to volunteer.  Thanks!

· We need a parent with FrontPage experience to help with our Troop web site.  The Scouts are responsible for maintaining the site, but need a little help to get started.  Please call Mr. Jim Schwartz, 359-8250, if you could help us out.
MAGGIES ACTIVITY DAY (December 18, Saturday, 11 a.m – 2 p.m.)
Maggies (formerly Mad Maggies), Norwood, Rt 1 South, just past Petco/Outback, across from Vanderbilt Club)
Coordinator: Mrs. Jan Rahn, Activity Night Coordinator, 359-6729
Join the troop for some fun, games, and food at Maggies this Saturday.  Cost is $10. Bring extra money for arcade games if you wish.
MERIT BADGE UNIVERSITY (March 5, 12, 26; 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.)

Bellingham High School, Bellingham
The District offers a chance for First Class or higher ranked Scouts to work on up to three merit badges during these weekends.  Badges being offered include Salesmanship, Citizenship in the Community, Citizenship in the Nation, Citizenship in the World, Communications, Geology, Energy, Coin Collecting, Collections, Cooking, Family Life, Electronics, Fire Safety, Electricity, and Cycling.  You must attend all three sessions.  The cost is $20 ($25 for late registration).  Speak to Mr. Schaub, 359-6693, if you are interested.  Parents – they are looking for additional merit badge counselors to participate – again, speak to Mr. Schaub.
HIGH ADVENTURE 2005 INFO
Summer High Adventure on the Allagash Wilderness Waterway in Maine

When: 20 -28 August (the week after Camp Squanto Eagle Week)

Who: Scouts 13 and older, parents welcome. Group size on the waterway is limited to twelve. From the survey taken last month it looks like we will have two groups consisting of 3 or 4 adults and 8 or 9 scouts.

Cost: No hard number yet, but budget $300.

Where: The Allagash Wilderness Waterway is a series of lakes and rivers in the North Maine Woods established as a Maine State Park in 1966. Along the 98 mile waterway there are about 80 campsites, vehicle access is over logging roads from Greenville and is limited to about 5 places, and there is a buffer zone around the area where logging activities are restricted. There are several trip options such as lakes only, lakes and river, or river only. Service projects along the waterway can also be organized. We will iron that out early next year as the group gets formalized.

More information: Trip Organizer, Art Davies, will have information at troop meetings or go to http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/index.html select ‘find parks and lands’ then choose Allagash in the parks menu.

Deposit: Due February 17th, $50. This will allow us to get a firm number, arrange the trip permit with BSA and the                       State of Maine.
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